GCSE Geography
Revision

SWB Geography

How can we revise more effectively in geography?
In order to do well at GCSE Geography, we need to be able to know, understand and apply
specific information throughout the three exam papers.
To do this we need to commit this information to memory so that we can recall it easily when
answering exam questions.
Luckily, cognitive scientists have researched what works well for effective geography revision.

General Revision Tips
1. Get started
Cramming at the last minute is stressful and has limited success. The earlier you
start revising, the more helpful it is to your memory.
2. Make a plan
Work out how much time you have and how long you can spend on each
subject/topic.
3. Create a suitable space
Find a quiet spot away from distractions and keep your things all in one place.
4. Take regular breaks
It is possible to work too hard! Your brain needs a rest to help it process information.
5. Revise with a friend
Talking through what you’ve learned can help information stick.
6. Keep healthy
Eating healthily and taking regular exercise will boost your brainpower and will help
you remember more.

What doesn’t work
These three common revision techniques have been proven to be least
effective:
- Highlighting text
- Re-reading text
- Summarising text
These methods may make you feel like you are revising, but there are much better ways of
ensuring that information ‘sticks’ in your brain.

What does work
Flash Cards
Simply create your own revision resources using flashcards. You can
write on both sides of them, colour code them or use them to quiz
yourself and others.
How to use them in geography:
Key terms – key terms, definitions and examples
Case studies & examples – location, background info, causes, effects and responses
Formations & processes – diagrams, step-by-step descriptions
Evaluations – advantages/disadvantages or most important factors
Dual Coding
Dual coding means putting your knowledge into visual form alongside
words.
How to use this in geography:
1. Look for visuals (maps, graphs, pictures, diagrams) in your classwork/revision guide, and
compare them to the information they represent.
2. Look at the visuals on their own and try and explain them in your own words
3. As you create your revision notes/flash cards create visuals of your own to help you
memorise the information
Retrieval practice
During your exams you will need to be able to recall large amounts of
information from your brain quickly. To get better at this, you need to
practise! Not only will you get better at recalling information, but the
information you recall is more likely to stick in your memory.
How to use this in geography:
Total recall – start with a blank sheet of paper. Write down everything that you can
remember about a topic (without looking at your notes). Then open your notes and
write down anything you have missed on the same sheet of paper. Repeat this often and each
time you will recall more information. You can use this method for case studies, diagrams,
key terms etc.
Quiz yourself – using your revision notes, quiz yourself or your friends, or get someone
to test you
Deliberate practice
Set time aside to practice what you will be doing in the exam – answering
exam questions!
How to use this in geography:
Revision power hour – 1. Pick a question (Google ‘Edexcel Geography GCSE Past Papers
or ask your classroom teacher for examination papers) 2. Spend 20 minutes revising for
that question 3. Spend 20 minutes answering the question 4. Use the mark scheme to
mark your answer. Practise questions from your book, old assessments and from
revision guides

What to use
Seneca Learning
Seneca has been designed by cognitive scientists to help students
remember topics better and reduce their stress levels. You can access
revision notes on each of your topics and then take quick tests to check
your learning. It has been proven to make learning 2 x faster than
traditional methods. Students already have login details and are part of
their individual class where they can add points to their leader board
score. https://www.senecalearning.com/

Revision guide & workbook
Grade 9-1 GCSE Geography Edexcel Revision
Available the school shop/classroom teacher for
£2.50 each
Most students will be familiar with the revision
guides and this one is a good outline of the course
and can be used to help you with your revision.
This is by far one of the best resources available
to students to revise and practice independently.

Revision Power Hour

You are ‘Edexcel A’ for
GCSE Geography not
AQA!

Practice questions
based on the
revision guide
material

All GCSE revision
content in
notes/revision
format

Exam details
The geography course you are studying is with Edexcel and the qualification is made up of three
different units.
All of these are exam based, the first two of which are based on physical and human geography
respectively.
The third exam is partly based on the fieldwork that you have done over the course of the two years
and an issues investigation into challenges faced
You will sit the exams at the end of Year 11, and details of the units you will study are below:

Unit title

Paper 1: The
physical
environment

Topics

Section A: The changing landscapes of the
UK

Length/
time

Marks

Worth

1 hour
30 mins

94

37.5%

1 hour
30 mins

94

37.5%

1 hour
30 mins

64

25%

Section B: Weather hazards and climate
change
Section C: Ecosystems, biodiversity and
management
Paper 2: The
human
environment

Section A: Changing Cities
Section B: Global Development
Section C: Resource Management

Paper 3:
Geographical
investigations

Section A: Fieldwork investigations - rivers
Section B: Fieldwork investigations - urban
Section C: UK Challenges

Exam dates
Monday 18th May 2020
Paper 1: Physical geography
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes
Wednesday 3rd June 2020
Paper 2: Human geography
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes

Remember your sections!!
These sections you DO NOT answer in the exam!
Paper 1: Question 4 – Glaciers!
Paper 2: Question 5 – Water Resource Management!

Thursday 11th June 2020

Paper 3: Question 2 – Coastal Fieldwork (you answer Q1 for Rivers)!

Paper 3: Geographical applications
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 3: Question 3 – Urban Fieldwork (you answer Q4 for Rural)!

