Curriculum – English (2024 – 2025) 
Key stages 3 to 5
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Intent

Our curriculum is aimed at inspiring a love of reading and the written word where students can demonstrate a confident control of Standard English when analysing, crafting, and articulating their ideas. 

Within English lessons, we aim to build students’ resilience when approaching all types of language, including a diverse range of texts.  We strive to equip students with the confidence to articulate and craft their opinions in a range of situations not only in their preparation for GCSE and A level success but in their lives beyond examinations.  




	Term 
	Year 7: KS3 
	Year 8: KS3 
	Year 9: KS3 
	Year 10: GCSE 
	Year 11: GCSE 
	Year 12: A Level 
	Year 13: A Level 

	Autumn 1a 
	Study of Literary Heritage:  Oliver Twist 


Slow Writing Approaches to Non-Fiction and Fiction Texts
	Study of Literary Heritage: The Adventures of Sherlck Holmes
Slow Writing Approaches to Non-Fiction and Fiction Texts
	Study of Modern Literature: Noughts and Crosses
Slow Writing Approaches to Non-Fiction and Fiction Texts
	A Christmas Carol
Section B of Literature Paper 1(20% of Literature GCSE)
 

Creative Reading and Writing
Language Paper 1 (50% of Language GCSE)

	An Inspector Calls 
Section A of Literature Paper 2 (20% of Literature GCSE)

Creative Reading and Writing
Language Paper 1

		Introduction to Tragedy
King Lear


The Great Gatsby
	NEA: Theory and independence

Richard II

	Autumn 1b 
	
	
	
	
	Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
Language Paper 2
	
	

	Spring 2a
	Study of Literary Heritage: Ancient Tales and Poetry
Slow Writing Approaches to Non-Fiction and Fiction Texts
	Study of Literary Heritage: Romeo and Juliet 
Slow Writing Approaches to Non-Fiction and Fiction Texts
	Study of a Modern Playscript: Journey’s End 
Slow Writing Approaches to Non-Fiction and Fiction Texts
	Macbeth 
Section A of Literature Paper 1 (20% of literature GCSE)
 
Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
Language Paper 2 (50% of Language GCSE)
	Teacher Led
 Revision Cycle
	King Lear

Introduction to Crime/Unseen Crime
	
	Atonement
Crime poetry – Crabbe and Wilde
Unseen Crime




	Spring 2b 
	
	
	
	
	
		


Brighton Rock
Crime poetry – Browning
Unseen crime
	Atonement

Crafting Essays and Exam Revision

	Summer 3a 
	
Study of Literary Heritage: The Tempest
Slow Writing Approaches to Non-Fiction and Fiction Texts
	
Study of Literary Heritage: Animal Farm 
Slow Writing Approaches to Non-Fiction and Fiction Texts
	 
Transactional Writing: Writing for Change –  
Slow Writing Approaches to Non-Fiction and Fiction Texts
	Poetry Anthology and Unseen Poetry (40% of Literature GCSE)
Section A of Literature Paper 2 (20% of Literature GCSE)

Fiction and Non-Fiction Writing
Language Paper 2

	
	Brighton Rock
NEA: Literary Criticism and The World’s Wife
	Crafting Essays and Exam Revision

	Summer 3b 
	
	
	
	
	
	Brighton Rock
NEA: Theory and Independence
NEA essay writing (poetry)
	

	Personal development 
	Reading Rewards Trip to Harry Potter Studios
	Reading Rewards Trip to Sherlock Holmes Themed Escape Room
	Potential Theatre Trip:  Noughts and Crosses
	Theatre Performance of Macbeth 
	Theatre viewing of ‘An Inspector Calls’ 
	
Potential Theatre Trip:  The Death of a Salesman 


Conscious curriculum links:
At KS3, there are a range of curriculum links with other subjects. Examples include: 
· In Year 7, when we look at the context of Oliver’s life when studying ‘Oliver Twist’, we can introduce ideas about the Poor Law, workhouses and the Industrial Revolution that will be studied in Year 8 history.
· We explicitly address colonialism and slavery when studying ‘The Tempest’ in Year 7 which links to history in Years 7 and 8 as well as Year 9 PRE when we ask bigger questions about morality and whether all life is sacred.  
· In Year 8, our study of Sherlock Holmes stories links again to our initial content in Year 7 and history when the Industrial Revolution is covered. It also introduces the theme of crime which we continue to study through KS4 and KS5 and which links to ideas of morality, guilt and responsibility which links to CORE and PRE.
· ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in Year 8 opens up larger questions about relationships, gender, power and the patriarchal society (CORE).
· At the end of Year 8, we study ‘Animal Farm’ and links can be made to many history areas, but most notably to propaganda, rebellion and the English Civil War.
· Year 9, we study a variety of texts and styles that lend themselves to exploring wider issues in the world that come under the umbrella of our CORE curriculum, for example racism in Noughts and Crosses and topical issues in Writing for Change. These topics also lend themselves to topics studied in PRE and History as well.
· Our Year 9 topics cover lots of historical events. We look at WWI when we study the play Journey’s End.
· When studying the play Journey’s End, we also look at different examples of media surrounding war and how it is depicted, for example film and TV clips.













Our contribution to CORE and personal development:
Whilst academic success is important, at Ormiston SWB we acknowledge that this is only part of the journey our students will go on. Through our CORE curriculum, we focus on four values that build our students’ confidence and personal skills.
· Character – Development of empathy skills through our context work and by hot seating characters. Students are encouraged to look at every situation from both sides. Through regular peer assessment, they also learn how to speak in an advisory role whilst balancing praise alongside advice.
· Organisation – Time management, the planning of longer responses. We also practise revision strategies from Year 7 through masterclasses and advice before all assessments.
· Resilience – We continue to build the difficulty both of texts and tasks with students being exposed to more challenging concepts, ideas and vocabulary.
· Excellence -At every step, we share high quality model responses (both verbal and written) to ensure that students understand how to achieve excellence. 
Our contribution to numeracy:
As we study texts from a range of time periods, we need our students to be able to create a timeline of these texts to ensure that they understand not only the texts as individual pieces, but also as a progression throughout time. Having a clear order of these texts helps support our students to understand how texts change based on the context. Additionally, in preparation for all assessments, we actively practice time management to ensure that students use time wisely.
Our contribution to literacy:
Literacy is the cornerstone of our curriculum, the foundations upon which everything else is built.  We explore the art of communication in all its forms and consistently embed new and specific vocabulary to ensure that our students can discuss topics in an academic and confident manner. There are fundamental words which are taught and revisited across the curriculum including the nuances of the meanings of these words such as reading the word in context of the sentence. Our students follow the Couch to 5k process for analytical writing, something we introduce in Year 7 and continue to build upon throughout the years.   We accept that our first attempt may not always be the best we can do and therefore build in time for planning, editing, and redrafting when completing extended writing to build our students’ confidence and to give them a love of writing and the written word.  We also set high standards for reading where a breadth of genre, contexts, structures, and styles are explored in the curriculum time. We also follow the Accelerated Reader programme in years 7 and 8, include choral reading and Careful Reading strategies to improve ensure that students are active readers. Reading is both modelled to the students by staff for fluency but is also encouraged from the students to take part to demonstrate their own fluency but also for pure enjoyment. 
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